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I / 1 PLUSPAT- ©QUESTEL-ORBIT- image 

PN - US5926116 A 19990720 [US5926116] 

TI - (A) Information retrieval apparatus and method 

PA - (A) SONY CORP (JP) 

IN - (A) KITANO HIROAKI (JP); REKIMOTO JUNICHI (JP) 
AP - US77004096 19961219 [1996US-0770040] 
PR - JP33444595 19951222 [1995JP-0334445] 
IC - (A)H04L-012/16 

PCL - ORIGINAL (O) : 340988000; CROSS-REFERENCE (X) : 7092 1 7000 
DT - Basic 

CT - US5220508;US5751228 
STG - (A) United States patent 

AB - The invention provides an information retrieval apparatus and an information retrieval method 
by which information can be retrieved in an improved operability. A CPU controls a video 
camera to fetch an image and controls a GPS to detect a current position. The CPU reads out, 
from within image data stored in a corresponding relationship with URLs of WWW servers, 
those image data which correspond to position data regarding positions around the detected 
current position from a WWW data base via a modem and a host machine. Then, the CPU 
selects, from among the read out image data, that image data which matches with the fetched 
data, reads out a URL corresponding to the image data and accesses a WWW server designated 
by the URL. 



l/l LGST - ©LEGSTAT 

PN - US 5926116 [US5926116] 

AP - US 770040/96 1 996 1 2 1 9 [ 1 996US-0770040] 

DT - US-P 

ACT - 19961219 US/AE- A 

APPLICATION DATA (PATENT) 

US 770040/96 19961219 [1996US-0770040] 

19990720 US/A 
PATENT 

20020521 US/RF 

REISSUE APPLICATION FILED 

20010720 

UP - 2002-22 



/// CRXX ©CLAIMS/RRX 

PN - 5,926,1 16 A 19990720 [US59261 16] 

PA - Sony Corp JP 



ACT - 20010720 REISSUE REQUESTED 
ISSUE DATE OF O.G.: 20020521 
REISSUE REQUEST NUMBER: 09/014937 

EXAMINATION GROUP RESPONSIBLE FOR REISSUEPROCESS: 2733 



Reissue Patent Number: 
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Information retrieval apparatus and method 



REISSUE: July 20, 2001 - Reissue Application filed Ex. Gp. : 2733; Re. S.N. 
09/014, 937May 21, 2002 

APPL-NO: 08770040 

FILED- DATE : December 19, 1996 

GRANTED- DATE : July 20, 1999 

CORE TERMS: www, terminal, portable, server, data base, fetched, information 
retrieval, machine, host, user . . . 

ENGLISH-ABST: 

The invention provides an information retrieval apparatus and an information 
retrieval method by which information can be retrieved in an improved 
operability. A CPU controls a video camera to fetch an image and controls a GPS 
to detect a current position. The CPU reads out, from within image data stored 
in a corresponding relationship with URLs of WWW servers, those image data which 
correspond to position data regarding positions around the detected current 
position from a WWW data base via a modem and a host machine. Then, the CPU 
selects, from among the read out image data, that image data which matches with 
the fetched data, reads out a URL corresponding to the image data and accesses a 
WWW server designated by the URL. 
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What you enter will be Search Level 1. 
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Library: PATENT 
File: JNLS 



Your search request has found no ITEMS. 

To edit the above request, use the arrow keys. Be sure to move the cursor 
to the end of the request before you enter it. 

To enter a new search request, type it and press the ENTER key. 
What you enter will be Search Level 1. 

For further explanation, press the H key (for HELP) and then the ENTER key. 
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Your search request has found no STORIES. 

To edit the above request, use the arrow keys. Be sure to move the cursor 
to the end of the request before you enter it. 

To enter a new search request, type it and press the ENTER key. 
What you enter will be Search Level 1. 

For further explanation, press the H key (for HELP) and then the ENTER key. 
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Basic Patent (No, Kind, Date) : JP 9231244 A2 19970905 <No . of Patents: 002> 
Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind Date Applic No Kind Date 

JP 9231244 A2 19970905 JP 96338034 A 19961218 (BASIC) 

US 5926116 A 19990720 US 770040 A 19961219 

Priority Data (No, Kind, Date) : 
JP 96338034 A 19961218 
JP 95334445 A 19951222 



PATENT FAMILY: 
JAPAN (JP) 

Patent (No, Kind, Date) : JP 9231244 A2 19970905 

INFORMATION RETRIEVAL DEVICE AND METHOD THEREFOR (English) 
Patent Assignee: SONY CORP 

Author (Inventor): KITANO HIROAKI; REKIMOTO JIYUNICHI 
Priority (No, Kind, Date ) : JP 96338034 A 19961218; JP 95334445 A 
19951222 

Applic (No, Kind, Date) : JP 96338034 A 19961218 

IPC: * G06F-017/30; G01S-005/02; G09B-029/00; G01C-021/00; G01S-005/14 
Derwent WPI Acc No: * G 97-494788; G 97-494788 
Language of Document: Japanese 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (US) 

Patent (No, Kind, Date) : US 5926116 A 19990720 

INFORMATION RETRIEVAL APPARATUS AND METHOD (English) 
Patent Assignee: SONY CORP (JP) 

Author (Inventor): KITANO HIROAKI ( JP) ; REKIMOTO JUNICHI (JP) 
Priority (No, Kind, Date) : JP 95334445 A 19951222 
Applic (No, Kind, Date) : US 770040 A 19961219 
National Class: * 340988000; 395200470 
IPC: * H04L-012/16 

Derwent WPI Acc No: * G 97-494788 
Language of Document: English 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (US) 

Legal Status (No, Type, Date, Code, Text ) : 

US 5926116 P 19951222 US AA PRIORITY (PATENT) 

JP 95334445 A 19951222 

US 5926116 P 19961219 US AE APPLICATION DATA (PATENT) 

(APPL. DATA (PATENT) ) 

US 770040 A 19961219 

US 5926116 P 19990720 US A PATENT 

US 5926116 P 20020521 US RF REISSUE APPLICATION FILED 

(REISSUE APPL. FILED) 
20010720 



